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BT S el i l No. 5—The Firebug
JOREI'L u n |.t'u1r.u Jr., Sceretary, 64 I'ark Row, - P ’ ' . f
s MEMDER OF TAR ASSOCTATED PRISS, Life With Him Is as Thrilling and Uncertain |
....’.:..‘.".‘.";:‘;L“f;’:n'.'...’";.': (T e S R S as Life in Petrograd :
= i o - " OMEHOW
. m 0 ..
'W\l UME 5% 00csvvirineraraannnnsrivnnasin = "\“' 21,055 S 1 hiave never been able to Imngloe any woman being huppy with (
e — ——— hushand who never smolos,
WHO HAS THE VlSlON" You sce, »‘
- A man, like a baby, Ia always puiting SOMETHING
HFE housing and rent ]»rn}u'r'.'n has overtaken this cily with & ,‘. I{ \ in his mouth.

And, If it isu't a clgar, or a cigoaretie, or A pipo=—
well-

It he lsn’t SMOKING, or eating, or drinking, hes |
swearing, or whistling, or kirslug, or making love, or |
grouching, or bragging, or criticising, or Nbbing, or
orating, or lngtructing- oli, yes, you HAVE noticed i1

And yet, most men who smoke are more equable
and less voluble than women,

f A pipe or a clgar is o "pacifler” which keeps hima

S wowiane © gut of mischiof and enables him to work oft his st

perfluous energy and to send his grouches up in smoke—bless its gentle
bueart!

Therefore, to My Lady Nicotine, jet us kneol and bring tent offerings®

BUT-—-

It Is one thing to be married to & normal emoker

And quite another to put your fate in the hands of a FIREBUG!

i- He may be topder ax the flowers in May and chlvalrous as Sir Walter

vengeance —just ag The Bvening World a sear ago prodicted i .
il wonld unless vivie foresight amd fmitmtive wore bhrought (o .

besr upon the situation.
War put a cheek upon new building operations.  War suddeniy
inereased profita and wages in eortain industrics. War made New

York a more than ever attractive piace for people making or earning

more money than they ever made or earned before. War produced
examples of profiteering which landlords in this erowided city were
quiek to follow. War raised the cost of lnbor and raterials, therehy |

furnishing plausible excuse for boosting ronle. '

But there was nothing to limit the extent Lo which the lapdlord

mi!‘ht booel the rent over amd above the actual tnercose in his

expenses. Huolelgh,
Yer life with bim Is as perilous, as exciting and ar uncertain as 1ife tu
Potrbgrad!

No nuth(rnl_\' interposcd to protect fenpnts from the rapacily nf‘

landlords and realty speculators who chose to take bolder and bolder You are continually teetering on the brink of Eternity—and you nevep

d -3 w, when ¥ 1o hed at night. whether you will wake

ld\'uﬂfal!'.l‘ of ponditions which favored {hem, = “"‘;ﬁ '\"\: \':Thm‘n; u: Ili::nv:'! B et
The results of all this the city is painfitily aware of now, | Your honse resembles an old curlosliy shop or the Argonne Forest
Tenante are wing 'i"f‘ saesaeil watliout mercy biv: Innidlords diies dter the marthes went through it

Rugs are turned this way and that to “hide the burned places.”

Curtains are pinned in queer foldd to conceal Httle round blaek holea
Scerap-tadliets are camouflaged with ribhons on thelr charred sides,
The marble ledge around the bathroom I8 covered with strange browa

it

rled by the high rents they think they cun gel. In the Bronx one

rental wug jumped from I8 to 850 tn the period of & few months

People are asking to live in churches und tonts. Judeet are complnin

" ;ng nf the ]"J“'t‘f:l'*-.‘illl'b' al the courts Yo aid tenanis ynder the 5.1“‘.' W lilel mnrk the graves of defunot clgarette =

v Jitis llves bure
ot unnatioed while you glept acrenely, - \
And ASHES!
The cornnrs of the roams, the yasca, the fern dishics, the window boxes,
b hattitub, the umbrella stand,
Al ALL boar witness to the secre! work of the Firebug!
You canpo! extrac! a pin from a pia tFay withou! burrowionz halls
wuy to Chinn through the ashes,
| Veruvius s clean and dainty heside your little Home
In all the house, the only thing that remains undefiled, ynturnished,
. kmiling, whole and gulltleas of ashes,
I the \:-}I HECEIVER!
e will nonchalantly fling Uve matchos Into the waste paper basket.
e will blithely toss lighted olgars on the awnings of tho apartmens
Leaeath you,
He will leave a hot plpe an a plece of priceless mahogany
He will thouglitiossly press o glowing cigaretie agninst vainr bock hate
i b clusps you 1o s bosom
But he wonld as soon think of deseernting his grandmother’s grive
A+ of dropping Nia stube and ashes Into an ASIF HBECEIVER
And ver—tife with the Firebiug is never dull!
It & us plauant and thrilling and exclting y
Aa 1ife with o Dinishevist with-a-bomb-and-a-gripvance!

Atd S0 nLeertal u!

Legislutors are proposing hasty, eloventi-hour measurez of relief,
Where ie the vision that will grasp the actual nalure of the |

probiem and attack it with o purpose large enough 1o lielp solve il 7
Who will convinee New York that the providing of adequate

housing at reasonnble rents i a matter of public concern to which the

city should bring the best Ih-mgh! and coxpert knowledge it can |
command ?

brigh

It is to be hoped that its present housing and rent troubles may
8L last awnken New York fo the fact that older cities of the world
hiave not only passed through similar experiences but have profited by
them and now have something substantial to teach about remedying
their causes,

Landlords, speculative enterprise and the luw of supply and
femand aro NOT recognized everywhore as the sole factors that must

v de welied upon to provide homes and fix rents in civilized com-

munilies,
“

fi they were so recognized, Engiand would not have more than
‘.000,000 pounds of public money invested in housing. The Govern. |
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